Processing APSA eJobs with muRL
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The muRL package can scrape job listings posted on the American Political Science Association (APSA)’s
website (called eJobs) and import them directly into a spreadsheet. This allows for easy integration into
form letters created by muRL or any other mailmerge protocol the user choses.

This document describes how to import eJobs from the APSA website. The process involves downloading
the html files for the jobs to which you plan to apply, opening R and running apsahtml2csv, a function in
the muRL package.
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1 Downloading eJobs

The American Political Science Association

1. Go to http://apsanet.org and login. You must be a member of APSA in order to access eJobs.
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Home
Encourage Your Department to Submit Data to APSA Survey

APSA is collecting data from all departments and urges departments to respond to the survey. You
can help us better understand trends in the discipline by encouraging your department chair
and/or officers to participate. We know how much you value having access to current data on the
profession—including key issues such as the labor market, teaching loads, enroliments, and
departmental policies—and the ability to compare your institution with peer groups. Departments
can simply login {login boxes above) to access the survey. If you have questions, or want more
information on the survey, contact Bahram Rajaee at surveys@apsanet.org or 202.483.2512.

2010 Africa Workshop Leaders Call for Applications Now Open

APSA is pleased to announce a call for applications from U.S.-based APSA members interested in
organizing a team of leaders for a three-week political science workshop scheduled to take place in
East Africa in the summer of 2010. Supported by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the 2010 East
Africa workshop is part of an ongoing three-year effort to organize annual residential pelitical
science workshops in Africa. The workshop will bring tegether up to 30 schelars and cover
substantive issues, methodologies, and reviews of research.

The deadline for submitting applications is October 1. For more information about this, or the
previous workshops held in Dakar, Senegal and the upcoming workshops in Accra, Ghana, please
visit www.apsanet.org/~africaworkshops/.
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Toronto, ON, Canada

Are you planning to attend the 2009 APSA Annual Meeting in Toronto? Register now and make
your travel plans early. Also be sure to take a moment to review the resources APSA has provided
for attendees to locate information and travel documentation requirements to and from Canada.

Registration: register by August 1 for reduced rate = Housing/Hotel Reservations
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2. Go to the eJobs link and click on it.

o006 APSA - American Political Science Association =

.| | https://www.apsanet.org/myapsa/member.cfm L] s window in macq
2009 Conference For Chairs

Registration for the 2009 Conference for Chairs is closed. Please join us next year!
More on the Conference for Chairs

Section Memberships
Political Methodology

Members Access Areas
‘our current APSA bership all you to the following areas of website.)

current job listings and upload your CV.
APSR: online edition

Perspectives on Politics: online edition
PS: Political Science & Politics: online edition

2008-09 Scholar Saver (new)
Catalogue of discounted journals, books, software, instructional material and videos for
APSA members.

Conference Papers: APSA Annual Meeting and Teaching and Learning

Directory of Palitical Science Faculty and Programs

Directory of Individual Members

Graduate Student Connection: APSA collection of resources for graduate students

Your APSA Purchases

Here are your APSA purchases made over the past year.)

Desription Quantity avelce Mo e o

APSA portion of section dues 1 6893571 06/13/2008 $ 3.00

S10 Polit Methodology 1 6893571 06/13/2008 $ 26.00 vy
Student Membership 1 6893571 06/13/2008 $ 41.00 v

w l



3. At the eJobs interface, enter your search criteria. In the search below, we limit our search to assistant
professor positions in Comparative Politics posted for all dates.

000 APSA - American Political Science Association (&)}

d .l |14 https://www.apsanet.org/ejobs/startpage.cfm )

U (ESU s

who list position openings on eJobs regularly search this datab.

recruit for their jobs.

Search for Job Listings

View jobs posted: | 1| dates i3]
Or, View all new jobs from the last 2 days

Annual Meeting
Attendance:

Title of Position: | Assistant Professor ]

Deadlines: [ 3l [ [l | [#]  Oopen until Filled

L

Start Date: [ Any =

['Search all ejobs listings I-:-]

Subfield: | comparative Politics H

Area of specialization:

Choose from this list or enter your own.
Salary Range: | Any B
Type of Institution: | Any B

Geographic Region: | any n

Criteria:

The above criteria is:
( Open Text (search any field) H
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4. The search returns the following results. We click on the search results for Shepherd University.

APSA - American Political Science Association

| |4 https://www.apsan et.org/ejobs/elisting/esearch-results.cfm

About APSA Membership Conferences Programs Teaching Publications Jobs Press Resources
2
S ——— E-Jobs > Search Results
If you have guestions be sure to visit our FAQ list.
~ Join/Renew Now!
Start a New Search | Refine This Search
ﬁ Contribute
Qx Contact APSA These Listings Match Your Search Criteria:
(ID) Date Salary Subfields Date Deadline
Position Title and Posted Range Posted and
Institution Valid
Through
(14885) 06/02/2009 Competitive Comparative 06/02/2009 08/09/2009
Assistant Politics , through
Professor Methodology 10/02/2009
Centro de
Investigacion y o
Docencia
Economicas
(14881) 06/01/2009 Competitive Comparative 06/01/2009
Assistant Politics , through
Professor International 10/01/2009
Shepherd Relations
University
(138717 U5728/2009 Negotiable International 05/28/2009 10/31/2009
Assistant Relations , through
Professor Comparative 10/28/2009
Eckerd College Politics
(14859) 05/14/2009 Competitive Comparative 05/14/2009 g
Assistant Politics , through v




5. We decide that we would like to

the jobs spreadsheet.

APSA - American Political Science Association

apply for the job at Shepherd and so we will import the listing into

https:/ jwww.apsanet.org/ejohs/elisting/elisting_view.cfm?DBID= 20194‘1} AP

Institution: Shepherd University
Type of Insitution: BA Separate
Title of Position: Assistant Professor
Starting Date: Fall 2009
Salary: Competitive

Geographic Region of the MidAtlantic
Institution:

Complete Position Description

Assistant Professor, Political Science, Shepherd University. FT, tenure track, to begin
August 2010. PhD preferred; ABD considered. For details and to apply, go to
https://jobs.shepherd.edu. EOE.

Job Listing Duration
This eJobs ad will run until: October 1, 2009
Subfields

Primary: Comparative Politics
Cross1: International Relations

Areas of Specialization
Area of specialization3: None
Placement Interview Service: Interviewing at Political Science Meetings

APSA Annual Meeting Placement Service: Attending

Days available for interviewing: Thursday,Friday

Contact for Placement Service arrangements: Dr. Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer,
sslocums@shepherd.edu, 304 876-5347 (Used by APSA only.)

Individual to Contact for this Job
Institution Name: Shepherd University

Name of Department: Political Science

A



6. Save the eJob as an html file. The file should be saved in a folder dedicated to all eJob listings for
which the user wishes to import to the jobs spreadsheet. The user can name the file any unique
name of their choosing. We recommend that the user maintain the .html file extension for each file.!

Save As: | shepherd.html
Save As: ‘elistingfview.:f'm.html | B l £ I B
<[> (2 }={m) [ elobs (@ search D)
[‘ “][“H”ﬂ] [ﬁ“«"’bs H@seafch D! [ ] [ H
Name © Date Modified
¥ DEVICES
¥ DEVICES . . Fte T
[ IErEnia. 1=} Macintosh HD
24 Macintesh HD £ iDisk
Bl iDisk
) ¥ SHARED
¥ SHARED
local Ju... &
B iocalju... = [ ez
¥ PLACES
¥ PLACES
Desktop
B oo g
@} andrew /A Applications
7 Applications [ Documents
[} Documents
[ == =] I [ == 3 REIE
Save As: | Web Page, HTML only | %] Save As: | Web Page, HTML only | %]
|

/)

7. Repeat the previous step until you have downloaded all of the eJobs that you would like to import
into the spreadsheet. Below is the folder containing all of the eJobs for which we plan to apply. Again,
note that the user can specify any name although they should use a consistent file extension.

10 items, 80.13 GE available

&

Narne | Date Modified Size | Kind
" american-sis.html Apr 27, 2009, 4:37 PM 40 KB HTML.. ument
" berkeley.html Apr 27, 2009, 5:14 PM 40 KB HTML...ument
_ capital.html Apr 27,2009, 4:37 PM 44 KB HTML...ument
" howard.html Apr 27, 2009, 5:20 PM 44 KB HTML.. ument
" in the navy.html Apr 27, 2009, 5:15 PM 44 KB HTML.. ument
 kidfkljdfskljdfsj.htmi Apr 27, 2009, 5:21 PM 40 KB HTML...ument
_ ky.html Apr 27, 2009, 5:12 PM 40 KB HTML... ument
~ myjobstest.csv Apr 27, 2009, 7:15 PM & KB text
. stjoe.html Apr 27, 2009, 5:12 PM 44 KB HTML...ument
_ victoria.htmil Apr 27, 2009, 4:36 PM 40 KB HTML...ument

n apsahtml2csv, the function searches for .html and .htm files by default in the (user specified) jobs folder. See the help

file for apsahtml2csv for further information.



2 Importing eJobs into muRL

Once you have downloaded eJobs onto your local machine in a specified folder, you can then use muRL to
scrap these html files and create a spreadsheet. Once you have loaded the muRL package in R, you can use
the apsahtml2csv function to generate the spreadsheet. The function takes arguments for the location of
the directory containing the saved eJob html files, the extensions of those files (e.g. .html or .htm) and the
name and location of the spreadsheet (saved in comma seperated format) to be be generated from the files
in the eJobs directory.?

The following code details the procedure for generating a spreadsheet called jobs.csv.

> library(murl)
> apsahtml2csv(directory = "eJobs", file.name = "jobs.csv", file.ext = ".html")

The jobs.csv file is a spreadsheet containing the details of each job position downloaded into the eJobs
directory by the user. The fields include the APSA listing ID, date the job was posted, type of institution,
title of the position, start date, salary, region, name of institution, contact person, address, phone, and
description of the job. Note that there is no standard method of entering the contact person, so the user
must make the appropriate adjustments. For example, the name of the contact person may be entered as Dr.
Mary Smith, Mary Smith, Mary J. Smith, PhD, or Professor. M. Smith, . We recommend creating additional
fields of title, fname, Iname and manually filling these fields based on the information in the contact field.

3 Creating a mailmerge

Once the ejobs spreadsheet has been created using apsahtml2csv, we use muRL to create a TEX file. Again,
we manually add the title (title), first name (fname), and last name (Iname) fields based on the contact field
scraped from ejobs. The following lines of code generate the TgX file which can be compiled to create the
typeset letters.

> murl.ejobs <- read.murl("jobs.csv")

> write.murl(murl.ejobs)

Data stored as file ‘mailmerge.tex’.

The current working directory is /Users/JohnnyF/Desktop

2See the help file for apsahtml2csv for more information.



